
Following EUWI+ support to development of the 
Water Strategy of Azerbaijan, the Water Commission, 
formed in April 2020, is considering steps towards 
strategy implementation. EUWI+ is currently supporting 
development of an Action Plan to aid strategy 
implementation.

As a follow up to the regional webinar on the SDG 6.5.2 
indicator on transboundary water cooperation in late May, 
support is being provided by EUWI+ to the Ministry of 
Ecology and Natural Resources in finalising the report and 
official submission to UNECE and UNESCO.

The report on the detailed assessment of the existing 
groundwater monitoring network and a proposal for an 
expanded chemical and quantitative monitoring network 
in the pilot basin area in line with WFD requirements was 
finalised.

Results of the work on the assessment of the priority needs 
for improvement of hydrological monitoring in the pilot 
basin area were completed and have triggered a proposal 
for hydrological monitoring network rehabilitation.

Work on the Monitoring Development Plans continued. 
Substantial progress was made in terms of developing an 
Ecological Status Classification System (ESCS) to assess 
Azerbaijani surface waters. This ESCS is based on the 
Biological Quality Element (BQE) of benthic invertebrates.

The concept for the third type of WFD monitoring, the 
Investigative Monitoring, was prepared and circulated to 
key stakeholders for a test application in autumn 2020.

Work continued on the Specific Implementation Activity 
(SIA) for finalising a water allocation strategy in the pilot 
basin area of the Kura upstream of the Mingachevir 
reservoir Dam and also on support for developing a data 
server for the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources 
(MENR). The work on creation of the water section of the 
MENR web page continued during Q2. 
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Technical support by the EUWI+ team to the partner 
laboratory of the Environmental Monitoring Centre of the 
National Environmental Monitoring Department in Baku 
progressed for finalising all necessary quality management 
documentation for the envisaged laboratory accreditation. 
MENR and EUWI+ agreed on the required ISO standards for 
laboratory work that will be purchased and translated into 
Azerbaijani.

In response to COVID-19 restrictions, the approach to Public 
Consultations of the Kura upstream of the Mingachevir 
reservoir pilot basin area RBMP Programme of Measures was 
adapted. It included several smaller consultation meetings 
in 12 rayons of the basin, with a total participation of 119 
people representing different stakeholders and the general 
population. The meetings took place during 10-17 June 
2020 and included participation of the EUWI+ national 
coordinator, the National Focal Point and representatives of 
Hydrometconsulting. Regional offices of MENR in the pilot 
area assisted the team in preparing a questionnaire on the 
RBMP, which was issued to stakeholders. In parallel to the 
meetings, the questionnaire and the Thematic Summary 
were distributed to stakeholders through a mailing 
campaign and WhatsApp. All documents for consultation 
were published on the EUWI+ website. 

In late June, the EUWI+ team as well as the EU Delegation 
in Azerbaijan received information about an intense inflow 
of saline water into the Kura River reaching a distance of 
60 km upstream. This will trigger action to investigate the 
issue further to understand the causes and identify possible 
solutions.

https://www.euwipluseast.eu/en/partners-countries-5/azerbaijan-activities-output-2/public-consultation-2


Quarter 3 Look ahead

Key priorities for Q3 2020 include progression of 
the Action Plan to support implementation of 
the Water Strategy. This document is intended to 
build confidence in the practical steps required to 
implement the strategy and support adoption. 

The official submission of the national SDG 6.5.2 report 
and report under the Water Convention by Azerbaijan 
is expected by the end of August.

In terms of surface water monitoring, there will be a 
webinar on the Investigative Monitoring to prepare 
with responsible institutions its application in Q4 in a 
test region. The planned local coastal and transitional 
waters training and surveys will depend on COVID-19 
restrictions. 

In Q3, a surface water training video and optional 
webinar on a second biological quality element, 
phytobenthos (diatoms) will be launched; the 
Ecological Status Classification System based on the 
BQE of benthic invertebrates and the Monitoring 
Development Plan will be completed.

Equipment necessary for biological surface water 
monitoring under the Water Framework Directive will 
be delivered. EUWI+ will start the rehabilitation of the 
hydrological monitoring network in the pilot area.

In response to the recent salinisation phenomena 
at the Kura river delta, EUWI+ will organise a video 
conference with experts, and organise at least one 
salinity survey from the delta upriver to scope impacts 
also on groundwater wells and the irrigation system. 
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During Q3, the technical report on the Pressure & 
Impact analysis of the transitional and coastal water 
bodies in the Kura river delta, including the eastern 
part of the Kura-Aras river basin in Azerbaijan, will be 
finalised following two rounds of revisions.

In Q3, the procurement of small laboratory equipment 
and consumables for MENR’s Baku laboratory will be 
finalised and the equipment will be delivered and 
installed, subject to restrictions due to COVID-19. 
EUWI+ will further continue efforts to finalise the 
delivery and installation of and the required training 
on several larger pieces of laboratory equipment. The 
required ISO standards for laboratory work will be 
purchased.

EUWI+ will progress towards finalisation of the RBMP 
for the Kura upstream of Mingachevir reservoir pilot 
basin. The report on consultation and its integration 
into the RBMP and the study on Water Allocation Plan 
in the pilot area will also be concluded.

 Work on using the new web server for improving the 
hydrological and water quality data management will 
progress and it is intended to finalise the Water Site at 
the web page of MENR.


